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“NEW PUBLICATIONS.

PRESIDENT BUCHANAN'S DEFENERE.

NANS ADMINIETRATION ON THE EVE
“r"gﬂé"ﬁ;‘:unﬁf.ms. By Jamss BvCRARAN, Ex
¥otpaEy oF THE UXITED EYaTEE New York: b, Ap
wLuren b Co. 16 !
M. Buchanan thus explains the tendencics of hia

wind ss s thinker and a statesman in the first son-
mee of bis remarkshle and interesting volume:
*That the Constitution does Dot coufer upon Con-
gross power b interfere with Blavery in the Btstes
Bas been admiited by all parties and confirmed by
bl judicial decisions ever since the origin of the
Federsl Governmeut.” He further eonteads that,
w after o careful review of the anti-Slavery party
®om its origin, the caundid inquirer must ad-
@it tbar, up till this period (Kansas-Nebraska
wid), it had acted on the sgaressive againet thé
Bouth.” Thisis the arrsignment of the loyal North
&y au o3-President of the United States, Oely by
sueb ao arraigoment, successfully made, can pro-
eoed hin vindieation. Ifit can be proved that we as
8 people were entirely wrong, then Mr. Buchanan,
o8 Preaident, was entirely right.  He tokes puins to
#o | us that, a8 & Senstor, thirty years ago, he con-

‘amded that Rlavery must be maintained by the |

Doion—for, when the Union fuiled in thistask, then
dbunion did not ** become a question of expadiency
Dat of sclf-proservation.” Weean easily understand
Bow s statesman who believed in 8lavery as a funda-
mental element of our political econruy—who saw
sround him Constitutions, Senates, Supreme Courts,
foz the sole purpese of eterniziog that {nstitution—
mmigst regard the events of the past four years is
a vindication of his career,
James Buchanan ie 8 type of the Penngylvarian
& may be geen in the boautiful valley of the
mberland—a distriot bordering on Slavery and
sodom, and which wus long known as a kind of
¥ conaylvania Egypt, where the people were op-
g esed with 8 sense of the divinity of Slavery, and
were only visited by those enterprising anti-Slayery
min who never feared the bowling of & mob, He
s in his weins the Scoteh-Irish blood that has
given us Grant, and Jackson, snd Calboun, snd
ooy of our moes eminent Americans.  He was of
o good family, aud had—what was & rare advantage
of the close of the lust century—a clussival educs-
wou. He went into public life at the age of twenty-
shoee; Lie was soventy when he retired from the I'resi-
deucy, For nearly fifty years, be bad been in office,
He knew the oconlt science of Ponnsyivania
yolitics, and of ell the class of tortnovs, eold.
mack-contriving wire-workers who floarisked in
2hat Btote, Done was grealer or wore sue-
eneful, He wes & safe man. He nover fright-
ened staid end sober Penusylvania with pov-
eities, There was nothing of Boston zbout him, |
Me pever worried his copstituents with ** ideas,” |
"t went on in his plodding way, shrewd, secret,
a dent, self-reliant—moving op from bigh to higher
—ominently conservative—full of eompromises—
rrwiding dungerous issues, with the canny Seotch
pature that came with his bleod—until the Presi-
dency wes given him ot lest—as & 1efuge f1om the
Bquatter Bovereignty of Donglas aud the Pinuti-

| Hamlet of Democracy with him,

pesl for union te appesse an outraged North. The
Démocratie party, of eourse, would support him; if
it did not, be would use the guillotine as Pierce haa
uaed it in 1854, It is painful to read how he strug-
gles to eacape the Nation's judgment on Lecompton
[ hie volume. He tells us that, ss President, be
ihmi no Constitutional resource but Lecompton.
Topeka was ** illegal;” and because the freemen of
Topeka wonld not go to Lecompton and be eon-
trolied by ruffisns like Stringfollow—because the
fulse and atupidly freadulent returns from Oxford
| were not admitted—then the freemen of Kansas
 llowed the State to become slave by default, and
[ should bear the blame. Walker, and Stanton, snd
Geary, sll attomp®ed 1o enrry out his purpose; but
their honor robelied, aml they came home. The
President would not or eould not yield. Behind
|him were stesn and cruel men ke Dovis and Ski-
L dell, who had the old man in their power, and op.
pregsed Lim. As they willed, e spoke. They
willed the degradation und jufamy of Kansas,

Then came the dissolution of the Demoeratie
party. Mr. Buchanen thinks the Wilmot Provieo
| was the measure which * placed the two sections of
the Union in hostils arruy agaiust each other.
We do not think se. That proviso was a defonsive
meastre, The Sovth bad demanded Texas au sternly
(and witli so tmuch furp—hsd at last geined Tezas
by war, and waa advancing across the Rio Grande
to other wars morcly to agerandize Slavery—thut the
| proviso became uecowsary nx a protest, The De-
(mocracy of the North—the Demoeracy of Leggett
| snd Wilmot and Chase—conld not be made the un-
complaining ear-captive of Siavery, and hence the
| protest. From that time, the spirit of resistanee
:lrw.unv fized, but it was only a spirit of resistance.
| In the end, by frightcuing the money-changers and
| the timid cottou-buyers, the South gained. 1t car-
ried the Comprowises, obtuined Texas, won the
Fugitive Slave Law, opencd the Territories to
Slavery by the Nebrugka bill, and, under the lead
| of Mr. Buchanan, attempted to duject the virus of
| Slavery into the pure and fregh blood of the virgin
| territorice, The attempied poliution of Kansas
aronsed the North,  Anti-Lecompton was the first
Enp.m-r_\.-.w blow, sud & wan from the Dvmocracy, &
{leader for Slavery in other doys, came furward to
| champion it,

But for this man, Stephen A. Douglas, the anti-
Lecowmpton controversy would have been merely o
politicians’ brawl, He made it a national cause, and
fought ittotheend with so much energy and fire that
evenhis well-knit and stundy frame gave way,and ho
fell in the hour of battle st 4 time when a large party
in the nation looked to hiw as 8 leader, Theporrow
for Doniglas was socn lust in the din of & mighty
war; but we eannot justly roview Mr, Bochanan's
book without nuticing this remarkable man, He
was the Laortes of this drama, making very much
such a fight, dying in the eontest, and taking the
Douglns was a
mwan of great nature, He was the wost buoyant of
Americuns, full of 1ife and ageressiveness aud ani-
mal ¥igor, s man of the multitude, who would have
been & Broderick in California, & Butler in Masaa.
chusotts, @ Toombs in Georgia.  1llinois made him

tor Democracy of Plerce. His medioere safe. |
#aas wlone eould meot the enthosiasm of the |
gellant Fremont snd his followers,  He met it and

went into power, partly 6s we foar by tho frauds -..‘]
Besperate won of his school whe mavsged bis for- |

$unee in Penneylvania, and partly becanse there were |

many who feared that Fremont might bring trouble, |
while it was certain that Buchonan wo
we mistake destiny If Jobn C. Frem
sinoted in 1856, the Fiftoenth President of the
Thited States would not bave found it pecessary to
write & vindication.

The philosopby that saw notblng grander in our
tmetitutions than the eternity of Slavery wus sadly
wut of place in the Presidential Chalr iu 1857, The
Mation was suffering from the crime of the Kansas.
¥ebracka bill. 1t was zow seen that the Soath
ot culy intended to protect Blavery bLut to
extend it by Dbamesking covenants eacred by
wanny years of successful and barmonious coupeet,

bad been

ot. How |}

& Dovglas. The two mistakes in bis eharscter
wore his subeervieney to © organization' snd an in-
sane yeurning fur immediate sucevss, Ilo wua not
aman of destiny. He could pot afford to wait,
He went direct to his purpose, and, in the faseins-
onof tewporary teiumpls, Toet thet moral strength
il matecity which made Lineoln invincible in
d Grant iuvineible in war. Ho became a
public man with his manhbood, s Judge at 20,
a Congressman at U, a Senator at 3, a candidate
for President at 40, He feit that the orgauization
called Democracy eoull eleet a President; and, ap
the South controlled that organization, hoe becaine
the most subservient of all the Southern allies,
He never rose to the moral elevation that saw
Slavery nsin, and gl that profited by its strength
a8 sinners, Theee mwen of sin wers President
wakers, and Douglaa wan too keen, too anzfous,
too Luugry, to evade their fascinations, He wes
the most gifted, the wost popular, the most streny-
ous of Democratic stetesinen, the most sccom-

Bavery bid beew advancing, and every acvence wos
wbriwnph. Mr, Buchauau thinks that Slavery wus
*more sinned against than sinping.” He i wel-
wome to hin apinion; end we admire the pereisteney
with which be elings 10 1t. He does not see the
arime of wantouly breaking & covensnt—which had
Penefited the Routh by giving Missouri to Slavery

merely that new territorice should be added to its |

smplesnd blighted dowain, This wasthesin of the
Eansas-Nebraska bill. The North justly regarded
#hat ineasure as 8 critny. At the same tioe, it gave
M. Buchanan a greet opportunity. The law of prog-
pess bad shown that, in any contestrequiring wealth,
smigretion, popnistion, thrift, the keen, wiry,
puow-loving wen of New-Erglund were the wasters
of the dull, sluggish, sun-dried Southernere. The
Bouth knew that in & contest for the possession of
Kuusas it wonld fail, uzless Northern enterprise
sould be met s force sudfrand, Thereis pousein
mepeating the history of the erimen comini Lted against
Eansss, They have gono into history with a dread-
#ol expistion, sud we should not recall them did not
Ar. Buchanan ineist that during thess troubles he
scted s the fricnd of freedomn, Huwght have
made Keuses & nationad tiumph. He conid not
mndo the mischief povezated by Douglus; but he
eculd sey hat, if popuiar soverelgnty wes 1o pire-
weil, theu the people must be wovereign, snd no
€outhern ruffiaus shou'd wake Kavsas s sluve-pen,
Mr. Bochanen, unfortnnetely, no sooner eutered the
Peosidepey than he !l under the inflaenes of cer-
#ein pifted men, base I8 porpose Lut recolcte in
.l lell, and Divis, aud Benjande, sand Wise,
parrounded bhim sud put vpon bis eold, querulous,
anxious natore the prossure of unyielding authority:
He wight huve dealt bonestly with Kanens, ard thie
Wetion would have stood Ly him. He failed
oven the Sonth, in the end, went kgainet hix
the konr of agony came, the men fur whom he sae-
#ificed bix famne shendoved him &rd ireated his
Freyers with coptewt,

The exporiences of Mz, Buchsuan were, unfortu-
I.l!n'Tj.'l ot of & patore
Abose of 1R50-60, 1ie we
ol prostitution cal'ed eompromises, and, as & poh.
Xe wwap, had becoma d Heo bad heard the
Munger” of the Norih before, and ssw it stilled by
& 8crid speech from Mz Cluy, or magrifieont adjee-
tiver from Mr. Webater, If Boston could permit
Autbony Burns to be dragaed through Ler stroets,
Boston certainly would not makea war shout & poof,
Chsuttlod e reitory. 1M it did, then he would arrange
& topromise and in o enperh way write appeals to
God and the Union. Such choff wes muek relished
bt Bostor, It had served Lis turn befove, snd would
BETVE Gpain.

Bo, when the yoice of despair 824 entreaty came
Wom Katsae, and it wen konown thet sword and
Bullet, and fulse election-tall ste, wore to be aeed to
l'lﬂNHE;\;l_-r'l' uphg its people=that Populsr Bove-
Sty in theory wne Porder-Roflanism in prae-
Soe—the Preaident conld ot summon up the cour-
&% 1o Vuarrel with the tesolute men who wire
Rading bim fnto slave-bounding, and be deter-
BlLed, in the weiknos of L8 nature, W
sk kg tyen 1o ecitge, wod fravd, snd viclence,

Sompel Eunrsh to come into the federstion ses

LU

crustomed to the politi-
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T TR

to fit him for strifes lke |

plished debater in Amenica, quick, apt, ready, irroy
pressible. In the coutest with Mr. Lincoin, in
| IRG®, bo gained the temporary triumph.  His keon
| autagonist, sustained by the moral prinaiple of his
| eazpe, wep the finud victor, Cincinnati showed
Dougles that bis ideas of advancement had failed.
The South deserted Lin, and Pennsylvania poli-
ticlans holding stock in Mr. Buchanan foreed that
plausible investisent upon the Bouthern market.
| If Dougise had been elected President in 1856, he
probubly would have posiponed the irrepresaible
corflict twenty years.' 1f he had been elected Prosi-
dent in 1860, he might have been the Danton of
rovolutionists, and ended it in two years. He died
too soon, The mistakes (it would be harah to say
erimes; of his life were nobily redeomed by its clos-
| lng monthe, The war might bave dwarfed him s
Lt did bie peers; Lut we think it wonld have devel-
oped und gtrengthenied his intense Amoricanism,
t is known that ut the time of his death he wasabout
to take @ commund in the srmy,  Around bim were
such men es David C. Broderick, s Senstor from
Califurnis; bis friend, tho pure-minded and gallant
Hurris of Illivois, then sinking rupidly into the
grave, John B, Haskin of New-York, and Robert
2. Walker of Mississippi.  David €. Broderiek
was & quaint type of the American clarac
ter. Mlis life bad been n struggle. e bad
steogeled with poverty, and gained o limited educa-
tion, & knowledge of lterature which rose to the
lavel of Bulwer, whom he considered superior
tn Shakespeare, Dors in Washington in IBIR,
where his father cut etonefor the Capitol, hrought up
i New-York, in theschoul of desperate and anscru-
pulous politicians that made Teammany Hall s

4| prize-ring, be became & fireman, 8 Ward wanager,
1 Land sought to pench Congress by these sgencies.

Defented by F. A, Tallinadige, be went to California
with the feverish multitude of 1819, As ho stood
ta'king to sume of his friends on the gangway of
| the steamner, e saids “1 shall not return until 1
roturn ks Senator.”” A man with the energy of
Broderick was fitted 1o command the elements of
sirife and auarchy that reigned in the new country.
He found California & grand Temmany Hall, and
rose rupidly, In two years, he bocame the President
of the Senate; in seven yoars, ho was chosen Seua-
tor, defeating Mr. Gwin, but with s melodramatic
jden of revenge, showing that the Bowery taint was
still in the velus of the Scuator, and that he had not
forgotien the edueation of the Ninth Ward, allowed
the election of Giwin as Lis colleague on condition
thathe would writealetter of suburssion, and would
elalin no patronage from the President. A man
huse enough to make such s promise was baso
enough to break it. Gwin eame to Washington,
and was sdmitted to the eo nee of the Prosi-
dent. Broderick bocawme st ‘r the encmy of
the man who had broken the Welodramatie oath,
and of & President who refused to be bound by o
contract made in the legislative lobbies of Bacra-
mento, Ho was ripe for rebellion, and went with
joy to spti-Lecompton. With bis broad, earnest
face, his decp, gray eye, his sad, hulf-shy an-
ners, his cosrse bands and large bencs, in mor-
2l &0 ascetie, in scholarskip s neophyte, in polities

Blve frate, pud ufias wazd weke au aliecliconle op-

.

tioned in the newspapers as & member of Demo-
cratic Ward Committees. In his veius ran the

by the aide of the Harlem Kiver. But more pleas-
tng than tending sheep on his father nacres was the
nolse and excitement of New-York polities. This
mau rose rapidly until he represented tho home of
bis ancestore in Congress, Broderick was energy—
Haskin audacity, Broderick had imiense respect
for organisations. Maskin loved to break “rings”
and smash “glates.” If there had been nosinin
Mr. Buchanan's course, the tendency of Haskin's
uature would buve sent him into opposition be-
fore the end of his first tern, From the moment
he joined the alliance, there was no rest. Others
might hesitate. He went forward like a busy, rest-
less apirit, hunting up recruits, stimulating the
wenk, denouneing the treacherous, going with the
Republicans in organiziug the House. John W.
Forney, Mr. Buchanan's life-long friend, and a man
of resolute, earnest mature, a keen judge of the
motives of humsa action, sn agrecablo speaker,
aud superb politician, joined the alliance, as well
as John Hickman of Pennsylvanis, an orator and
thiuker, an earnest, thoughtful man, who never
rose in hisseat but, with his hageard, grizzly face,
Lis iucisive, deliborate, dissecting sentences, eom-
manded the attention of the House, He wentwith
Foruey to the Republican party without, we think,
taking part in the intermediste comedy of “sup-
porting Douglas.”

The anti-Lecompton allisnce gave to the Repub-
lican psrty the atrength of wictory. It broke the
Democratic organization, united the North, and
shiowed the South the hopelessness of eternizing
Slavery by legislation. Anti-Lecompton was the
first ngeressive blow. John Brown struck the
second. Linecoln's election, the natural fruit, was
the third. Anti-Lecompton simed at the life of
Demoeracy, John Brown at the life of 8lavery.
The Democraey killed Donglus; Slavery killed
Brown, Theepirit of the men lived after them.

We have lingered upon this anti-Lecompton epi-
sode because its effect, ag one of the causcs of the
Rebellion, was decisive, As weo just remarked, it
was tho first effective step of national resistance
to Slavery. Mr. Duchanav’s defense of Lecowp-
ton is the weakest part of his book. 1e tells how
suldly he felt over the trouble occasioned by the
Lecompton Constitution, and repeats one of his
many lectures upon the necessity of obeying the
Inw. When Lecompton had ruc its course, his
soul turned for consclation to the Dred Beott

decision, which iovolved all *“the contested
questions  fo regard to  Slavery,” and “ pre-
sented to him @ cheerful but  delusive pros-

ion of the Counrt wonld settle all the questions and
eventunlly restore harwony among the States,

This Dred Scott business was remarkably churnc.
teristic of those erafty old politicisus, Buchanan and
Taney. The Presudent, in his insugaral, enjoined
obedience to the proapective decision. Two daysuf
ter the insugural, Tauey rendered it! The pointaof
that infamons decree all men know, How iteadidencd
the National beart by showing that Slavery had at
last risen to the fountain-head of all law and justion,
snd that nothing remalued to frecdom but & battio
for its existonce! Taney was & Democmatio poli-

cuting sttorney, who had been made Clief-Justive
for obeyiog an unjust decroe of the imperious Jack.
son, and who pever, during his many long vears
upon the Bupreme Dench, forgot that he owed Lis
eruine to the Democratie party.  The most exalted
citizen of America, e was Slavery's most suppliant
Mr. Buchanan is surprised that the infamous
decree of & swall, uarrow-misded politician,
was uot sceepted by the Republican party!
In vain. It was not written in the book of
fute that ope weak, old, partisan Judge should
roviss the decreel of God. Mr. Buchanan's
Heonfident hope” speedily became * delusive.”
Lot us take warning * e says, * that the late dis-
astrous civil war, unjustifisble as it was, would
most probubly never have existed had not the
American people disobeyed and resisted the Conati-
tution of their eountry, as expounded by the tribu-
nal which they themselves had created for this
express purpose,”  To other words, Mr. Buchanan
would have us know that the war would never have
ocetirred 1f wo bad quietly bent down beneath the
yoke of the slaveholders, acorpted Slavery as n new
Gospel, Slidell sa our political Messiah, Davie as
President, Taney asanapostle, and the Montgomery
Coustitution as our moral law.  You werenot alone
in that thought, Mr. Buchianan, in 1861,

We eannot dwell with Mr, Buchanan upon the
Helper Book, the strifes of Conventions, the Demo-
cratic rupture wt Charleston, its fipal dissolution et
Baltimore, the rival nominations of Mr. Breckin-
ridge and Mr. Douglas, and all the petty strifes of
the canvass. Events were rushing, sand at this
time thers suddenly sppeared one of those phe-
pomena that ¢come in the sges—something wmore
than human—who are cast like sunlight scross
the centutiss, who become apostles, and Bible-
mukers, and the preschers of serumons upon the
Mount, Moges, Confucius, Plato, Bhakespears,
Toussaint, John Brown, are world-men, nei-
ther Chineso, nor Qreek, nor Italian, nor negro, nor
philosophers, nor posta, nor warriors—but phenom-
ena, the moral growth of sges, and, as Mout Blane
dwarfs the Pyramids, outliveand diminishallworld-
ly fame. What are Nupoleons, aud Frederics, and
Matlboroughs, to theas ! They are mere soldiers,
who fire guns and build roads, and eall themselves
kings, and ruin millions that they muy have pal-
aces, and velvet cloaks, and dismond-studided secp-
ters to play with, The higher order ofmen, whom
we in our bewildarment call phenomena, our chil-
dren will revere 88 aposties; and, when all these agos
are dend, our Iangusge only remembered by
poring mouks, snd nothing left of us but strange
and fanciful fables, become ideas like Horcules,
and Jupiter, snd Vishou, Buch a phenomenon wis
John Brown. Who was hel Whence did he
come? Was he of good family? Did his parents
belong to the church 7 'Was he ever an Assembly-
man or & Member of Congress! Ie came from
nothing; and yet he had in him the thought of this
ngs, and he spoke it, and scted it, and sesled it
with his blood. Beforo him the greatest of us are
wore opera-goers, readers of newspapers, loungers
on Broadway. Mr. Buchanan calls him * lewless,
violent and fapatical,” It is poetic snd moral
justice that & James Buchanan should sbuse 8 John
Brows., Whet God sends us s David, he generally
adds a Saul.

Mr. Lincoln was chosen Preaident, and the strife
was upon us. It wes evident that Slavery was
about to fight for empire, What should wedo?
Surrender al! it demandod, and look to the future
for reason and & resumption of our old relatiods,
or draw the sword at once and compel obedience!
The wonth suceeoding Mr, Lincoln's election was
one of anxiety and speculation. Some were willing
to avert war; others wished peace on any condi-
tion; butall desired to honorably avoid s strife. Many

tool,

& an determined by wiz, he mmmpmomm_

wise men thought that if the Boutherm people

blood of Dutehmen who bad lived for 200 years |

pect.”  He confidently expected that ** the de 1'-[

tician of the cast of tutellect fitting him for 8 prose- |

of what Americans eall pluck. Among those who| wanted to secede fhey should be permitted. Gen.
stood at his side on the gangway of the Californis | Scott, in his celebrated paper called ' Views,"
stesmer was John B, Haskin, then s ruddy-faced | written October 29, 1860, proposed s subdivision of
young lawyer, whose nume was occasionally men- the Republio into minor Confeduracies, sa the only

way of avoiding * the laceration and despotism of

[the sword.” In sddition to this speculation, the

General sdded the futensely praciical suggestion
that the forts in the Bouthern States should be gar-
risoned, 1o prevent their being taken by surprise!

! This one fact neutralized his philosophy, 1t was,

however, the time for philosophy, Many records

'are now reprinted sud discussed, which, st that
| tiine, were nothing but the legitimate efforts of

Lrave and good men to escape the terrors of war.
The noblest statesmen of that time were those whe

|endeavored to svoid its mecessity. They loved

peace with the fonduess of patriots who saw
nothing in war but crime, and desolstion, and na-
tionel woe, As s gifted writer said of etatesmon
stmilarly placed, they loved peace so fondly they
wotld not believe shis was dead, and could scarcely
be torn from her cold embrace. They longed for
the time when *“the war-drum throbbed no longer
and the buttle-flags were furled;” and in this dear
luud they trusted that we had reached thst consum-
mation of all worldly happiness, the time when all
men's good should be each man's rule, and

** anlversal Peaco,

Lie e u ahaft of light scross the (aud,
Aud ke & iaue of beams sthwart the s
Through all the cirele of the golden yoar"

They loved peace, however, a8 the strength and
beanty of the nation’s life aud not saits price. They
wished no compromise, but only fair dealing. Bo
far as Mr, Buchaunan sympathized with this feeling,
we honor im. But the charge we mako is that he
sought peace at the price of National diguity, We
can reudily excuse Lis dislike to Gen. Scott’s phi-
losophy, but we ean see no resson for his neglect to
garrison the forta on the Mississippi and the const.
He was the Executive. He had one dufy, and thal
was to prevent, at any cost, the degradation of the
conntry, He tella us that Gen. Scott presented
no “practicable plan,” He Lad no troops, Le suys,
but * four bupdred men.”  Lineola found men; but,
evenaccepting this excuss, we all know that in Oc-
tober, 1860, four hundred men might have had the
moral effect of ten thousand, The Southern leaders
! would have seen that, whatever the national will
| might be—whether the Presidential eholce was
Breckinridge or Douglas, Lincoln or Bell—it would
bo sustained. Gen, Beott's plan strikes us as feasi-
ble, 1t would have shown the conspirstors that
the power of the Republic was behind the populss
will, und that any step in sggression would be met
with o blow; that they might reason und rail, but
not rebel, Mr. Buckanan intimates the fear that
sny course like that suggested by Seott would
tave beem “caleulated to excite” the Rebely
windignation, and drive them to extromition
He swished to “refrain from any set which
might proveke or encournge the Cotton Btates into
seocssion, but 1o smooth the way for such s Con-
grossiopal Compromise as had in times past happily
sverted danger from the Union.”

14t us consider this for s moment, as it in.
volves the beginuing and theend of Mr. Buchanan's
argument,  He saw before Lim, on the one hand, »
people quietly performing & duty in electing the
ran of their cholee to the Presidency. It wisa
natural, inevitable, proper set,  Ou the other hand
he saw & baflled and discomtited minority, who pro-
claimed that the porformance of that sct would be
regarded snd rescnted ss 8 erime.  1ts loaders were
engnged in warlike propsration, They wore build-
ing battories and forumng military organizationsa;
and, while preparing to fight, asserted, in the words
of Mr. Pryora celebrated resolution, that sy at-
tompt to prevent thelr treason would bo “ destrucs
tive to republican liberty.” What Mr. Pryor und
liis friends wanted was time,  What Mr. Buchsnan
gave them was time. Mr, Toombs, In many re
spocts the ablest mwan in the Rebellion, the very
type of s revolutionist, seconded the words of Mr,
Pryor, and placed an everlasting cormment upon™r.
Huchanan by openly and with lwpunity counscling
the eapture of Fort Pulaski by Georgia Kelwls.
These were the men whom our President was
afraid to ' drive” to " extremities ¥’ The eoun-
sel of Toombs was trenson; and yet that counsel
was publicly given and pabliely followed, This
lewdor knew  the President; and, in addition
Lo snmending the capture of a national fort,
said of tho Hebellion, that he '‘folt it was &
revelution, We must stay in and win The
Nation likewise saw this, Here was u Banator pro-
posing to usurp the Government by stay ing tu and
winning; in other words, by driving Lincoln qut of
office aud placing Mr, Duvis in his place, There was
wisdom in this daring thought, and, had it heen fol-
lowed, the revolution of 1861 might have been of &
different character. Toombs saw & parly in the
North professedly willing to join & usurped re-
public. A Philadelphia meeting cheered disuuion.
Wall-st. believed Toowbs and appreciated Buchanan,
for it udvanced the price of the Southern Statestocks
as the Stutes seceded, Wall-st, saw o trembling
President on his knees, and staked (ts money that
hie would remnin there. The falled Afrite was
tising. The old pro-8lavery feeling was carrying
ite mggressionn into the North,  IuJanuary, we read
of su anti-Slavery meeting being broken up in New-

York, while Mr. Phillips was mobbed in Boston,
All this while, Toombs and Lis friends were organ-
izing Rebellion; the forts were being cirenm-
vallated; the Rebels were discussing the policy of
abolishing * uuiversal white suffrage” in the Bouth;
and & government was being ereated at Moot
gowery, While Jofferson Davis was aceepting his
« Presidency,” Mr. Buchanan directed Gen. Scott
to write thet “the Government does not contem-
plate ealling any troops here (Wushington) other
than the District militia and some detachments of
regular troops, aud it is desired by the friends of
peace that no organzed mocieties or clubs, even
without arme, shall muke their appoarance here
until the tranquillity of the public mind isrestored.’
The ex-President argues in this volume that he Lad
no power to enll out the troops.  Four years ago, he
directed Gen, Beott to say that it was not the want
of power but of will. 'We quote Mr. Buchanan,
the President of 1861, as the best witness agaiust
Mr. Buchanan, the writer of 1865,

What the Boutherners wanted was time. Mr.
Buchanan granted it. On the 9th of January, the
Kebels fired into the Star of the Weat. This was
an act of treason, Mow was it met1 Here was an
insult to the national dignity—a crime which could
not be condoned without confessing nationsl
cowardice, let us sce what Mr. Buchapan's
state of wind was at this time. When Bouth
Carolina sent Commissioners to him in Decem-
Lor, 1860, * it was & happy omen.” When Major
Anderson transferred his command from Fort Moul-
trie to Fort Bumter, elactrifying the nation by his
intrepidity, Mr. Buchanan felt “regret.” Mo wus
not, therefore, in the frame of mind to grow pensive
or iruscible over & harmlcss shot. Why was no an-
gwer made to those Rebel guns? Because, we are
told, Major Anderson had granted a truce, and the
President could not break it! A troe to allow a
messenger to bring & demand of surcender from
Gov. Pickens to the President! The messenger
came, arriving in Washington January 13, 1860.
Ho might Lsve delivered bip demand and caded the

trues; but, at the request of Mr. Davis and others,
be remained wntil the 30th—twe wecks and three
days—without presenting his note; Davia gained
nearly three wecks by this maneaver, when days
wera years to his canse. The President permitted
this treasonable trifling, snd now ionocently eays
that be could not terminate the truce because the
(‘ommissioner would not give bim the lotter, but
peraisted in ' vexatious delsy.” Threo golden
wecks gone, and the executive power of the Nation
paralyzed by & vagrant Carolinian gasconading
around the Washington hotels! Those dreary,
dreary hours ! How we looked longingly for one
particle of courage or brawn in the White House,
only to soe 8 President trembling and limp. Ar.
Bayird Taylor at the time expressod the natiousl
focling in a satire, so exquisitely true and nstural
that it became wonderfully popular:

* The firat mate hurled bis trampet down,

Thw old tars cuteed together,

To sen 1w gond alilp helpless roll
At the sport of wave aud weather.

The tattered sails are all aback ,
Yarde erack and maste ure sarted ;

Aud the captain wanps aid says bis prayers,
UL b bialh lie midatupe parted.”

The Commissioner finally made Lis demand for
the surreuder of Bumter aud went home. The
truce wae broken! Why not now svengs the trea-
son? Carolina was not ready. Major Anderson,
according to Secretary Holt, was scting under or-
Jers *“to stand strictly on the defensive,” Mr. Bu-
chenan forgets this when he gently chides Major
Audezson for not bombarding Fort Moultrie when
the Star of the West was aseailed, and not puttiog
on him the respansibility of directing thatbowbard-
ment. Here again Mr. Buchanan, the writer, is
bost answered by Mr. Buchanan, the President,
through Secretary Holt, e cannot fasten upon
Major Anderson the shameful humiliation which
he permitted America to suffer,

Mors time was wanted; and we had the Peace
Conference—a Virginia scheme to postpone hostili-
tice. John Tyler came on & misglon of * reconeilia-
tion,” and succeeded so well that he gained twenty-
two more days, aud left Mr. Buchanan but two
weeks' government. The truce which Gen. Beott
subsequently denouneed, aud which Mr. Buchanan
elaborately explains and defends, was really @ truce.
It gave the South the start, 1t allowed the people
of Charleston to make their harbor so strong that
twenty thousand men could not, secording to Major
Anderson, rescie Fort Sumter. We see now, and
the eonntey saw then, that all these delays were
intended to gain time. The South meant war, aud
meant to begin when it got ready. Mr, Buchsnan
gave it this time, and threw upon Mr. Lincoln s
disguated nud paralyzed North, a prepared and vin-
dietive South, Those who eritivize Mr. Lincoln
fur what Is ealled his tampering with Fort Sumter,
should dwell upon thia fact.  Mr, Lineoln found the
sonth srmed and ready, burning for war—the North
dortunut and weary with the hundred days of cow-
ardice and trifling. Mr. Buchanan had the oppor-
tunity; Mr, Lineoln had not—and it is for sseri-
ficlng this opportunity that we censure our suthor
twoday, His defense docs not rescue him. He tells
us be had no law to anthorize the raising of troops.
Mr. Lincoln found law in publie necessity and
ruised troops, sithough mo law was passed by
Congress unti eight days after the battle of Bull
Kun.

The long protracted controversy with Gen Scott,
on the subject of the “*truce” is closed by the pub-
lieation of this book. Whils we do not think
that Gen. Scott fully appreciated the moral duty of
the hour by recognizing the sin of Blavery, he
was enough of s soldier to see that there was noth-
ing mors humilisting thaa to furl tho Union colors
before Rebel guns.  In this, a8 in other respects,
Lo differed from the President. He would not have
langed Robert Toombs. He would have hanged
nobody, His policy was essontinlly peaceful. MHe
saw in war a greater danger than disuuion, beeause
to him war meant pot only disunion, but the at-
tendant horrors of debt, and death, aud desolation.
Therefore, if these people wounld go, let them.
“Waywurd sisters,” ho thought, ** depart in peace.
You will be glad to come back to the coggiorts of
the old home, the pin-money, the futted ealf and
family fire,  Go, and letus have no wonls about it!
But if you attempt, in the act of going, to dishonor
the nation s flag, we must, as soldiers, punish you.”
This waa tho substance of Gen. Scott's philosophy.
The nation, however, saw only an old soldier who
had commanded their grandfathers fifty years be-
fure, & great soldier in the days of Wellington and
Bonaparte, the hero of two wars, the trusted com-
mander of the American Ariny during three-fourths
of the Kepublic's existence, contonding with Reb-
els, and demandiog ships and gune and troops, and
¢ aving to be permitted to go to Charleston Bay, as
he hadgone thirty years before, when he silenced the
fathers of these very fire-eaters.  So, while the phi-
losophy of Gen. Scott was but little different from
that of Mr, Buchanan, the very fact that there was
acontingency in which he would not be s nou-re-
siataut brought him elose and dear to the Awerican
heart. How we loved that stately, tottering old
wan, and fired guns in bis honor, snd wrote songs
about him, and cheered him in the theaters, and
prayed that God would lengthen his days, and
blessed hin * good, gray head that all men kuew.”
The war is done, the great drama is over, the pup-
pets have played their part, the curtain has fallen;
glants have come and gone, new names have arisen
from tanncries and villege courts to be forevermors
remembered with Washington and Franklin, but
“the good, gray head" still remains,  Awmerica has
no worthier son, und when the bell tolls, and the
minute guns eound slowly, saod the drume are
muffled, we shall think of him not asat Lundy's
Lane, nor Chepultepec, but as the one American of
8 degenerate Administration who resented the dis-
honor of his flug.

During all these events, wefind on the part of Mr.
Buchanan no fixed purposo, Ko never apparently
seemed to forget that the Demoeratio party was not
the country, and that there wus a power higher
sven than the dictates of partisan Conventions,
The ocean was upon him, and he mopped it with a
compromise; but the waves were not to be stayed
with & broom. Therefore, every step, while it
probably meant pesce, really hastened war. He
was in the bands of bad men. His Cubinet were
the leaders of the conspiracy. We baliove he
wanted peace, 'We cannot but feel that, if he could
have turned aside destiny, he would have given
his life; for there is mnothing in his bistory to
makoe us supposs that he really designed to
hurry on the crimes and calamities of Rebellion.
He was & weak man with the work of & giant,
Ie had geen *dangers” before, bad *‘eaved” the
Union twenty times, when the only necessary
aslvation was surrender to Slavery; and he did not
know but that be could sgain bring the North to its
knees, The spirit of sggression, bowever, had gone
abroad. Anti-Lecompton bad donoits work., John
Brown's soul was walking the earth, and the Ameri-
can people were instinck with resiatance to tho
waum of sll villainies” If AMr. Buchansn had
caught the nation’s thought—if ke could have fult
any of the entbusissm that burned and glowed {n

Toombs and banged him when Le advised the cap-
ture of Fort Pulmkl. There sty cpportumities in

every loyal beart—be would Dave taken Robert|snd

men's lives which make them Ceesars and Napoleorns)
but only Cwesars and Napoleons can graap them.
We do not imagine that the execution of Robert
Toombs would have subdued the South, but it would
have so strengthened and intensified the national
sentimont that the Rebellion would have beerovers
whelmed by the tumultunous waves of Northern
patriotism. The war would have begun in Janusry;
but it would have given the North the advantage of
being thres months shead. This sdvantage wad
surrendered to the South; and it gave us Bull Ren,
This, then, was Mr. Buchsuan's mistake, for we
do ot see any evidence of crime. The weak old
gentleman imagined that s wordy compromire
would end the strife. He was not slone in such
fancies. Those who condemn Mr. Buchanosn ln_:l
treason in turning his face from the future, ghould
romember that Mr, Seward was of the sameopinion;
that he felt it would be & sixty days’ war, and might
‘be prevented by a use of the fraukiag privilege.
Yet Mr. Seward's conservatism, his toying with
events, the cooling, misty speeches that neithe
meant peace nor war, but fell upon the country _llh
g0 many fogs, did not prevent him from becoming,
in his way, and at the time, s most mful sud a0
complished statesman. As s diplomatist, Mr, Ba
chanan would have excelled, just as Mr, Seward hes
excellnd. Dut be wanted the nerve, the fire, the
daring heart and the iron band; and so, when Ko«
bellion burst out, he took up his pez and began to
write most furiously. As if ink could wash away
the sin of centuries ! While he wrote, the Rebels
advanced. They came from Montgomery to Riche
mond, surging into Maryland, sdvancing to New-
York and Philadelphis, and becoming slmost 68
fashioniable as the opers. The Southern leaders boe
camo insolent. They saw this old gentleman scrib-
bling away, writing, writing, writing—writing or-
ders in the morning, snd writing eancelations in
the afternoon, while under his roof traitors were
arranging 8 new Government, snd speaking of bim
as & foreign ruler, and in every Bouthern State the
auvils were ringing, the looms were humming, and
everything betokened war. They sawthis weak old
gentleman paralyzed by & graconading ‘' Comuis
sioner,” and felt that no vietory could be more easy
than the triumph of Slavery, and that s race of
Yankee Buchanans might be whipped in sixty daye,
if by chance they fought stall. They did not sce
behind him Massschusetts, and Penurylvania, and
Illinois, and the shadow of old John Brown !

The lesson that Mr, Buchanan's fate must teach
is this: thut no ruler can succeed who distruste the
people. Here was Lincoln's great success. e
went with the pation. If it weated to fight, ke
would make war, If it wanted peace, he would be
the most amiabls of men, Politics hiss no geniug
higher then eommon senso, and Mr. Lincolu wia
eminently sensible. Mr. Bachanan was not. His
ways wore fixed, Ko had been raised in the myr=
terious school of Peunsyivania politics, and had sn
intense respect for the things called ** convens
tions,” So the nation ran shesd of him. He could
pot understand what it ail meant, There was
nothing about it in the Cincinnati Platform, and it
puzzled him, He had been going round and rourd
in his constitutional tread-mill for fifty years, and he
could not bear to strike off into new pathe He
lost the copfidence of the mation. When Msfoa
Anderson disobeyed his orders, guns were fired fun
Andorson. When Cass resigned, and * threw
his trumpet down,”’ the act was cheered, Wkea
Gen. Scott sent down the Star of the West, Le
was instantly called upon to take the Presidency
in his own hands; and when, one day, the old
gentleman put on his uniform, and got into & cer-
risge, and rode outto see & eomwpany of soldicse,
the nation was on the poiut of taking him by force
aud placing bim in the White House, After tue
attack upon the Star of the West, pesce became un
impossibillty, The blow had been given, and we
had slunk away—with burniug, blushing cheek—
from Kebels! We had lost our national manhood,
and upon Mr, Buchanan was visited all the wortit.
cation of insult snd defeat.

The generation that felt that blow can never fur-
give the man who permitted it to pass nnrevenged.
But we trust and believe the future will not be eo
hagsh, The last five years must have been full of
bitter days to James Buchanan, To live in silence,
and retirement, and obloquy—his name the most do-
tested, with the exception of Jefferson Davis, of
any uame in America—to sit in his home, with the
years rapidly bending him intoWhe grave, and feel
that, after so much power and honor, and, sbove
all, so many opportunities, he was the most anpop-
ular of Americans—to feel this and yet to know
that he was partly the victim of fate, that, after all,
he Lisd been merely s whirling mariner in & hurri-
cane—the weakest, most muddled, most distracted
gouman, it is true, that ever weat out upon the sait
seas, and that for the life of him he could not tell
whether the ship was on her keel or beam-euds—
that his statesmanship was scribbling and prayiog,
and that he meant to do what was best, even whiie
doing the worst—to sit and hear uothing but iu-
precations from & people he had served for 50 years,
to be cursed by mothers who had lost their chil-
dren, to have no friends even among the people of
the South, for whom he sacrificed all—this is a
potribution more terrible than that of Belisarive
wandering in poverty and blindness, or the dis-
crowned Lear, on the storm-besten moor, wielding
his scepter of straw, Thisis passing away. We
trust we are becoming more just to James Bo-
chanan, We seo pow how very small he was whea
confropted by the majestic and terrible events of
the Secession Drama! Destiny eruelly placed hum
—a mere politician and writer of resolutions—in W
position that would have tried the sublimost states-
maaship in the world. He did as well as his nature
would permit him, and the best of us csndore

uiore,
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Decker Breothers’ Patent Pianes,
Intelligent labor applied to one subjecy
throagh s serles of years of practical experiesce

| ean hardly fall to elioit some new thought in advance
g

of the geueral knowledge, which will either reveal »
now principle or improve an old one. When Amerlcan
Pianos were first exhibited abroa), sowe fifteen yease
ago, the principle of the entire Iron Frame, used ox.
clusively in American Plauo-Fortes, then for the firg
tiwe seen, was prouounoced a vast improvement o the

manafscture of the instramant, One point, however,
was pronounced a positive defect, nnmely, the ulunl’
of the lower octaves of the basa stnings upom ires,
while the bearings of all the other strings sre upon
wood, thus insering an imequality of tone which the
least educated enr could detact. This evil bas existed
until the laat two or thres years, when the Decker
Brothers took out their patent, whioh is beautiful io jte
simphieity, but thoroughly effoctive in ita app'l-
ention, ¥ie: The frame ls w0 nh:lv |
the casting at the bass end as to admit 5
the strings Mng pnder it resting on she
wooden bridge, while the tuning-pins pass through
holes in the casting, thus securing the desired end, and
keeplug the strength of the frame intact. In addition
to this, the iron frame which surrounds the eotire sosia
Is o constructed that it does not reach forward to the
tuning-pins, thus ensbling & wooden bridge to resg
upon the wrest-plank or tuning block, 80 thatihe stre
upon the tuning-jios 1s muoh ned; the tron .
urhml:.w‘nm between the aud the woodvn
bearings, ond therefore the attiolments can be made
us desirable to the wrest-plank, This tn
the Mosars, Docker 1s 8 great and wanifest Improve.
ment upon the gonoral method of construction, fnas.
mwuch ss it dm;l'ly with all quality of sound,
place &

withont jnterfer. wﬂnﬁ.l“ uﬂl"‘m&"
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The Piavos of all distingulshed makers have ihoyy




